Assessment of 'subcortical dementia' in patients with Huntington's disease, Parkinson's disease, multiple sclerosis and AIDS by a neuropsychological screening battery.
Four diagnostic groups categorized as 'subcortical dementia' were studied using a neuropsychological screening battery. The specificity of the battery in disclosing characteristic patterns of impairment in subgroups within the category, and the correspondence between natural subgroups generated by an unsupervised statistical classification technique and the diagnostic labels were investigated. All cognitive affected subgroups demonstrated impairment on tests of sensomotor function, cognitive efficiency and/or memory, and were characterized in terms of severity of impairment as well as a progressive involvement of functional areas. The diagnostic groups were not evenly represented in all natural subgroups. Affected AIDS-patients seemed to resemble patients with Huntington's disease more than the other diagnostic groups. The screening battery could give a general characterization of the pattern of 'subcortical dementia' and different levels of impairment, but more specific process-oriented tasks are needed to contrast diagnostic groups within the concept of 'subcortical dementia'.